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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HFAFTH. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban 
District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

Ai  the  end  of  1897  I estimated  the  population  of  your  district  to  be  16,289,  aud  at  the  middle  of  the 
year  16,115. 

218  DEATHS  weie  registered,  this  being  the  least  number  for  some  years.  In  1896  there  were  256 
deaths  ; in  1895,  310  ; in  1894,  259  ; in  1893,  251  ; in  1892,  246. 

THE  DEATHS  were  at  the  rale  of  13‘50  per  thousand,  being  the  lowest  during  the  past  seven  year?_ 
In  1896  the  death  rale  was  16T  per  thousand,  in  1895  it  was  19'9  per  thousand,  in  1894  it  was  16'9,  in 
1893  it  was  16'7,  in  1892  it  was  16  6,  and  in  1891  it  was  22'8.  The  deaths  under  5 years  of  age  were  at 
the  rate  of  7'80  per  thousand,  and  those  over  5 years  of  age  at  the  rate  of  5‘69  per  thousand. 

THE  ZYMOTIC  death  rate  was  2T0  per  thousand  and  was  due  to  an  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  East 
and  Centre  Wards  during  February,  March,  April  and  May.  Infant  mortality  rate,  160  ; Phthisis  death 
rate,  0'92  per  thousand  ; Respiratory  death  rate,  excluding  Phthisis,  3'09  per  thousand. 

ONE  INQUE8T  was  held  and  the  following  verdict  returned  : — “ Died  from  injuries  received  by 
falling  from  a truck.” 

12  DEATHS  were  uncertified,  the  cause  in  each  case  being  given  as  follows: — Natural  Caus's, 
Convulsions  ; Cerebral  Hcemorrhage,  Natural  Causes,  Pulmonary  Phthisis,  Failure  of  Heart’s  Action, 
Measles,  Pneumonia  ; Measles,  Pneumonia  ; Atrophy  and  Convulsions,  Typhoid  Fever,  Bronchitis,  Senile 
Decay  ; Probably  Congenital  Debility  and  Convulsions  ; Carcinoma.  All  these  cases  occurred  in  the  East  aud 
Centre  Wards,  there  were  none  in  the  West. 

506  BIRTHS  were  registered  during  the  year,  being  21  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  248  were 
males  and  258  were  females.  The  births  were  at  the  rate  of  31’34  per  thousand.  In  1896  the  birth-rate 
was  33‘3,  in  1895  it  was  35’3,  in  1894  it  w'as  37'4,  in  1893  it  was  35’6,  and  in  1892  it  was  38’6  per 
thousand.  The  natural  increase  of  the  population  was  281  or  at  the  rate  of  17‘83  per  thousan  i.  In  1896 
it  was  23‘9  per  thousand  and  in  1895  it  was  15‘3  per  thousand. 

89  CASES  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified,  this  being  the  least  number  since  the  adoption  of  the 
Notification  Act  in  1891.  In  1896  there  were  142  cases,  in  1895  there  were  318  cases,  in  1894  there  were 
376,  in  1893  there  were  323  cases,  and  in  1892  there  rvere  200  cases.  01  the  89  cases  46  were  Scarlet  Fever, 
5 were  Diphtheria,  4 were  Membraneous  Croup,  2 were  Typhoid  Fever,  1 was  Puerperal  Fever,  and  31  were 
Erysipelas.  There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  Scarlet  Fever  Cases  aud  a considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Erysipelas,  23  cases  occurred  in  the  East  Ward,  47  in  the  Centre  Ward,  and  19  in 
the  West  Ward. 

MOST  OF  the  infected  premises  were  visited  by  your  Inspector  and  myself,  and  the  usual  instructions 
given.  Disinfectants  were  also  supplied. 

14  PATIENTS  were  removed  to  Hospital  ; 13  were  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  and  one  from  Typhoid 
Fever.  This  case  and  one  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  removed  from  the  East  Ward,  10  cases  from  the  Centre 
Ward  and  2 from  the  West  Ward.  The  Hospital  accommodation  was  quite  sufficient  for  the  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  for  who  I am  of  opinion  it  should  be  exclusively  used.  There  were  no  patients  in  the  Hospital  during 
April,  May,  June,  and  the  greater  part  of  July.  With  the  one  patient  remaining  in  the  Hospital  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  15  patients  were  under  treatment,  9 were  discharged  cured,  and  at  the  end  of  December 
5 Scarlet  Fever  patients  and  the  Typhoid  Fever  patient  remained  under  treatment.  A special  nurse  was 
engaged  for  the  latter  who  passed  through  a severe  attack. 
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AIjL  infected  clothes  and  beddiii^f  were,  as  in  former  years,  passed  through  the  “Disinfector”  and 
it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  return  cases  of  fever.  ;34  houses  were  stoved  by  your  officer  and 
others  were  done  by  the  occupiers.  Houses  were  not  stoved  after  Erysipelas, 

IN  THE  early  part  of  the  year  the  district  was  visited  by  a severe  epidemic  of  Measles,  lu  February 
the  disease  broke  out  at  Noith  Brancepeth  Colliery,  Langley  Moor,  and  Littleburn  Colliery,  There  were 
over  160  cases  and  8 deaths.  The  North  Brancepeth  Colliery  School  was  closed  on  12th  February  and 
remained  so  until  the  Loth  March,  during  the  latter  hall  of  the  time  it  was  closed  on  my  recommendation. 
By  the  end  of  Match  the  disease  had  abated  at  the  above-named  places  but  then  spread  amougst  the  children 
at  Brandon  Colliery  and  Browney  Colliery.  At  the  former  place  there  were  a large  number  of  cases  and  I 
thought  it  advisable  to  have  the  school  closed.  This  was  accordingly  done,  from  the  17th  April,  to  the  17th 
May.  10  deaths  Ifom  Measles  occurred  in  Brandon  Colliery  during  May,  but  by  the  end  of  that  month  the 
epidemic  had  passed  away. 

THE  QUESTION  of  the  Brandon  Village  water  supply  is  still  under  consideration.  There  was  a 
constant  supply  all  the  year  although  in  the  summer  the  quantity  was  somewhat  reduced.  Two  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis,  one  in  January  and  the  other  in  December,  and  both  were  found  to  be  of  good  quality  and 
fit  for  drinking  purposes.  In  consequence  of  these  reports  and  considering  the  great  cost  of  supplying  the 
village  with  Waskerley  Water,  it  was  recommended  by  your  surveyor  that  steps  be  taken  to  collect  the  water 
west  of  Brandon  Village  so  as  to  provide  a reserve  supply  for  the  dry  season.  In  December  he  was  instructed 
by  your  Council  to  prepare  and  submit  a scheme  to  them  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  idea.  This  I think  can 
be  satisfactorily  done  and  should  prevent  all  further  trouble  in  the  future. 

'J'he  first  and  third  of  Mr.  Stock’s  reports  which  are  appended  to  this  report  refer  to  the  above-named 
water. 

The  second  report  refers  to  the  water  at  Waterhouses  Brickyard  which  is  also  of  good  quality.  Being 
situated  rather  far  from  the  houses  we  recommended  that  it  be  taken  nearer  in  pipes  and  this  I expect  will  be 
done. 

YOUE  SURVEYOR  and  I liave  made  periodical  examinations  of  the  District  and  have  reported  many 
sanitary  improvements  in  our  monihly  reports.  Many  have  been  carried  out  in  the  AVaterhouses  district  and 
others  are  in  progress. 

AS  IN  former  years  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughter-houses  received  their  proper  amount  of  atten- 
tion and  are  generally  in  a satisfactory  condition.  In  one  or  two  instances  sanitary  improvements  were  made. 

THE  SCAA^ENGING  was  again  done  by  contractors  who  used  Carbolic  powder  in  and  about  the 
ashpits  when  being  cleared  out. 

NEW  SEWAGE-TANKS  were  erected  at  Lymington  Terrace  for  the  purification  of  the  sewage  before 
being  discharged  into  the  Dearness.  In  them  it  is  heated  with  the  aluminoferric  compound.  Arrangements 
are  being  made  for  the  erection  of  several  other  precipitating  tanks  in  different  pai  ts  of  the  district. 

11  PLANS  were  submitted  and  passed  for  the  erection  of  47  new  houses  and  5 plans  for  alterations  to 
houses. 


NOTICES  AVERE  served  on  owners  of  property  by  your  Surveyor  for  the  remedying  of  defective 
sinks  and  paving  of  yards  in  84  houses. 

THE  DISTRICT  is  free  from  common  lodging-houses,  tenamented  property,  and  offensive  trades. 

FROM  A sanitary  point  of  view  the  year  was  a very  successful  one.  The  death-rate  was  low,  indeed,  the 
lowesi  for  seven  years.  The  number  of  infec:ious  di&eases  notified  was  also  the  least  since  the  adoption  of 
the  Act,  and  the  hospital  was  not  much  required.  The  Vital  Statistics  are  calculated  on  an  estimated 
population  of  16,14.5,  but,  when  we  consider  the  number  of  new  houses  built  and  occupied,  the  population 
cannot  be  less  than  18,000,  and  therefore  the  rates  mentioned  in  the  early  part  of  this  report  should  be 
still  further  lowered. 

Appended  are  the  official  table  A and  B filled  in  as  required. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

HENRY  SMITH,  M.D., 


Durham,  7th  February,  1898. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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County  Analyst’s  Office, 

Darlington, 

.January  30th,  1897. 


To  ME.  E.  GAEDNEE,  SUEVEYOE  U D.C. 

BRANDON  AND  BYSHOTTLES. 

I HEREBY  CERTIFY  that  1 have  analysed  a sample  of  Water  marked 
No.  9 B.  Village  which  I received  from  you  on  the  :28th  .lanuary,  1897,  and  that  I find  as  follows  : — 
Colour  and  xlppearance  in  2 foot  tube  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  Colourless  and  Clear 

Odour  when  heated  to  100°  Fahr  Earthly 


GRAINS  PEE  GALLON. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  Absorption 
Injurious  Metals 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  220°  Fain 


Microscopical  Examination 


Observations. 


1,6590 

0764 

0007 

0032 

0126 

None 

4,9000 


Satisfactory 


I am  of  opinion  that 
drinking  water. 


the  above  mentioned  sample  is  a Sample  of  good  and  wholesome 

W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK,  F.  .1.  C. 

AVater  Examiner  to  the  Durham  County  Council. 


County  Analyst’s  Office, 

Darlington, 

December  3lst,  1897. 


To  Mr.  R.  Gardner,  Surveyor  and  Inspector, 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  U.D.C. 


I HEREBY^  CERTIFY  that  I have  analysed  a Sample  of  AA^ater  marked  ‘‘  No.  Hutts,” 
which  I received  from  you  on  the  23rd  December,  1897,  and  that  I find  as  follows  : — 

Colour  and  Appearance  in  2 foot  tube  ...  ...  ...  ...  Greenish,  not  clear 

Odour  when  heated  too  100°  Fahr.  ...  ...  ...  ...  Faintly  earthy. 


Grains  per  Gallon. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides 

1-7500 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 

•0288 

Ammonia... 

None 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

'Trace 

Oxygen  Absorption 

Injurious  Metals... 

Total  Solid  Matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr.  ... 

•0313 

None 

11-2000 

Microscopical  Examinaiior. 

f Minute  deposit  from  ^ gallon.  Consisting  of  fragments 
{ of  Vegetable  matter.  A few  simple  moving  organisms  and 
L mineral  matter. 

Observations. 

I am  of  opinion,  after  a careful  review  of  the  results  of  my  Analysis,  that  the  sample  is  free  from 
Sewage  matter.  The  appearance  of  the  water  would  be  improved  by  filtration  but  I observe  nothing  in  the 
deposit,  which  I consider  to  be  of  Sanitary  importance  and  I am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  sample  is  a 
sample  of  good  and  wholesome  quality  for  drinking  purposes. 

W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK,  F.J.C., 

AVater  Examiner  to  the  Durham  County  Council. 
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UouMTY  Analyst’s  Office, 

Darlington, 

December,  31sfc,  1897. 


To  Mr.  R.  Gardner,  Surveyor  and  Inspecttor, 

Brandon  and  Byshottles  U.D.O. 


I HEREBY  CERTIFY  that  I have  analysed  a Sample  of  Water  marked  B.  Village, 
No.  2,  which  I receis  ed  from  you  on  the  23rd  December,  1897,  and  that  I find  as  follows  : — 

Colour  and  A])pearanco  in  2 foot  tube  ...  ...  Very  faintly  green,  not  clear. 

Odour  when  heated  to  100  Fahr.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 


Grains  per  Gallon. 


Chlorine  as  Chlorides  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1‘5050 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  '0490 

Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Oxygen  Absorption  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ’01 31 

Injurious  Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Total,  Solid  Matter  dried  at  220°  Fahr.  ...  ...  ...  7‘3500 


^ Noticeable  deposit  from  gallon  consists  largely  of 
Miscroscopical  Examination,  mineral  matter,  but  contains  also  some  friugoid  growths 

( and  fragments  of  decomposing  vegetable  matter. 

Observations. 

The  observations  appended  to  Sample  “ No.  1 Hutts  ” apply  wdth  equal  force  in  this  case. 


W.  J.  KEATING  STOCK,  F.I.C., 

Water  Examiner  to  the  Durham  County  Council. 


TAHUi  OF  POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  OF  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS,  coming  to  the  hioivledgc  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.,  d.uring  the  year  1897,  in  the  Brandon  and  Byshottles  Urban  Sanitary  District ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Aoes,  and  Localities. 


Number  op  such  Cases  Removed  proji  their  Homes  in  the  several  Localities 

FOR  TREATMENT  IN  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 
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Mortality  prom  subjoined  ciusbs,  distinsuishing  Dhaths  op  Children  under  Fits  Years  op  Age. 
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